Key indicators: single-crystal X-ray study; T = 293 K; mean (C-C) = 0.004 Å; R factor = 0.052; wR factor = 0.145; data-to-parameter ratio = 15.8.
In the title compound, C 8 H 7 ClO 2 , the carboxyl group forms a dihedral angle of 74.83 (9) with the benzene ring plane. In the crystal, molecules are linked into inversion dimers by pairs of O-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds. The dimers are linked into layers parallel to the bc plane by weak C-HÁ Á ÁO interactions.
Related literature
For applications of phenylacetic acids, see : Castellari & Ottani (1995) ; Deshpande et al. (2008) ; Hata et al. (1986) . For the crystal structure of isostructural 2-(2-bromophenyl)acetic acid, see: Kant et al. (2012) .
Experimental
Crystal data Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Derivatives of phenyl acetic acids are used as ingredients in perfume to provide honey like odour, for the preparation of a nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drug like diclofenac (Hata et al., 1986; Castellari & Ottani, 1995) , and as intermediate compounds for the synthesis of heterocyclic compounds (Deshpande et al., 2008) . In continuation of our work on substituted phenylacetic acid (Kant et al., 2012) , we report the crystal structure of a new derivative, 2-(2-chlorophenyl)-acetic acid (I). The title compound is closely isostructural with its bromo analogue (Kant et al., 2012) .
The title compound was purchased from the Spectrochem Ltd. and single crystal was grown from ethyl acetate and toluene (1:1) mixture by slow evaporation method (m.p. 366-369 K).
Refinement
All H atoms were positioned geometrically and were treated as riding on their parent atoms, with O-H distances of 0.82 Å and C-H distances of 0.93-0.97 Å and with U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C/O).
Computing details
Data collection: CrysAlis PRO (Oxford Diffraction, 2010); cell refinement: CrysAlis PRO (Oxford Diffraction, 2010); data reduction: CrysAlis PRO (Oxford Diffraction, 2010); program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: PLATON (Spek, 2009 ) is used only for calculating R-factors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger. 
Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (

